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INTRODUCTION

Yirginia Parks

For many years genealogical researchers in Escambia County have needed
a guide to all the poss1b1e resource material in the area. This Guide to
Genealogical Resources in Escambia County is an attempt to fulfill that need.
The records for Pensacola and Escambia County citizens are scattered through-
out the area in Tibraries, courthouse records, cemeteries and churches. We
haveé attempted to 1ist all the possible repositories for records of interest
to genealogists.

- A brief review of Pensacola's history might aid the researcher in the use
of this book. The first attempt at permanent colonization by Tristan de Luna
in 1559 ended in failure. A-narrative of this éxpedition may be found in The
DeLuna Papers by Priestley. It does contain some names of the members of
DelLuna's party, but no connection is estab11shed between these people and later
inhabitanits of Escambia County.

In 1698 the Spanish estab11shed a permanent colony.in Pensacola. Except
for a brief conquest by the French which lasted from 1719 to 1722, this Spanish
regime lasted until 1763. The records of this period (with the except1on of
the French ‘period) are found primarily in Cuban and Spanish archives.

) Pensacola became a part of the Britist Empire in North America in 1763.
Records of this period are more extensive and include some land grants, birth
and death records and the minutes of the Provincial Council.. Most of these
can be found in local libraries. '

- In 1781, the Spanish again assumed control of the area. There are some
Span1sh censuses, confirmation records and lists of those people who have
descended from the families who rema1ned here after the transfer of the area
to the United States in 1820. Other records exist .in Spanish archives and
attempts are being made to obtain these records by the University of West Florida.

From 1820 to the present, the normal United States and Florida records
apply. This book Tists where those sources are available Tocally.
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The editor wishes to thank the members of the Genealogical Committee
for their contributions to this book. A special thanks to those peoplie who
wrote the articles concerning the 1ibraries and the court house: Sandra Johnson,
Dolly Pollard, Dean DeBolt, Sid Thomes and Leora Sutton.

The compilation of the churches was a joint effort of Gloria McCreary,
Edith Eastwood and Linda Curry. Len Leonard and Bernard Rocheblave began
compiling the cemetery 1list several months ‘ago. My thanks to them for their
efforts.

The editor is particularly grateful to Dianne Dusevitch for her cover
illustration.

Dicy V. Bowman
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